
 

BHS Summer Reading Challenge 100 Recommended Reads 

 
Title Author Lexile 

1776 David McCullough 1300 

11/22/1963 Stephen King 810 

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That 
Changed Their Lives Dashka Slater 930 

Abe Lincoln Vampire Hunter Seth Grahame-Smith 960 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian Sherman Alexie 600 

All American Boys Jason Reynolds 770 

The Art of Racing in the Rain Garth Stein 850 

Baseball’s Natural: The Story of Eddie Waitkus John Waitkus 1070 

The Beginning of Everything Robyn Schneider 930 

Between a Rock and a Hard Place Aron Ralston 1210 

The Book of Three Lloyd Alexander 770 

The Book Thief Markus Zusak 730 

The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of the Century Sarah Miller 1100 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas John Boyne 1080 

The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became 
Possible...on Schindler's List Leon Leyson 1000 

A Brief History of Time Stephen Hawking 1290 

Candyfreak : A Journey through The Chocolate Underbelly of 
America Steve Almond 1080 

Cat’s Cradle Kurt Vonnegut 790 

Catch 22 Joseph Heller 1140 

Chinese Handcuffs Chris Crutcher 1040 

Code Name Verity Elizabeth Wein 1020 

Confessions of a High School Disaster Emma Chastain 760 

Courage has no Color: the True Story of the Triple Nickles: 
America’s First Black Paratroopers Tanya Lee Stone 1090 

Dead Wake: The Final Crossing of the Lusitania Erik Larson 1190 
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Dear Martin Nic Stone 720 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Jeff Kinney 990 

The Disappearing Spoon and Other True Tales... Sam Kean 1300 

A Dog’s Purpose Bruce W. Cameron 970 

Don’t Get Caught Kurt Dinan 770 

Eat, Pray, Love Elizabeth Gilbert 1080 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them JK Rowling 1230 

The Fault in Our Stars John Green 850 

Football: the Math of the Game Shane Frederick 960 

Fortune of Carmen Navarro Jennifer Bryant 1010 

Friday Night Lights H.G. Bissinger 1220 

From Hardships to Championships Glenn Stout 1060 

The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon Stephen King 970 

Girls Like Us: Fighting for a World Where Girls are Not for Sale  Rachel Lloyd 1210 

Handmaid’s Tale Margaret Atwood 750 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone JK Rowling 880 

The Hate U Give Angie Thomas 590 

The Help Kathryn Stockett 730 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy Douglas Adams 1000 

The House of Spirits Isabel Allende 1280 

The House of the Seven Gables Nathaniel Hawthorne 930 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter Erika L. Sanchez 730 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Rebecca Skloot 1140 

In the Garden of Beasts Erik Larson 1190 

In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History of Slavery, Four 
Presidents, & Five Black Lives Kenneth C. Davis 1110 

Jane, Unlimited Kristin Cashore 740 
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The Jungle Upton Sinclair 1170 

The Kite Runner Khaled Husseini 840 

Laughing at My Nightmare Shane Burcaw 1110 

Lemonade Mouth Mark Peter Hughes 880 

Lockdown: Escape from Furnace Alexander Gordon Smith 1010 

Looking for Alaska John Green 930 

March: Book One Lewis, Aydin & Powell 890 

The Maze Runner James Dashner 770 

Mercy Jodi Picoult 910 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children Ransom Riggs 890 

A Monster Calls Patrick Ness 730 

My Sister’s Keeper Jodi Piccoult 770 

The Namesake Jjumpa Lahiri 1210 

The New Kids: Big Dreams and Brave Journeys at a High School 
for Immigrant Teens Brooke Hauser 1140 

Night Circus Erin Morgenstern 950 

One of Us is Lying Karen McManus 730 

Outcasts United: the Story of a Refugee Soccer Team that 
Changed a Town Warren John 980 

Outliers Malcolm Gladwell 1080 

Packing for Mars: the Curious Science of Life in the Void Mary Roach 1070 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower Stephen Chbosky 720 

Persepolis Marjane Satrapi 380 

The Power of Habit Charles Duhigg 1150 

The Pregnancy Project Gaby Rodriguez 970 

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen 1070 

The Prince Niccolo Machiavelli 1430 

Queen of the Tearling Erika Johnson 860 



 

BHS Summer Reading Challenge 100 Recommended Reads 

Title Author Lexile 

Ready Player One Ernest Cline 990 

Red Queen Victoria Aveyard 740 

Relish: My Life in the Kitchen Lucy Knisley 970 

Rhythm Ride Andrea Davis Pinkney 1010 

Scythe Neil Schusterman 830 

The Shining Stephen King 840 

Six of Crows Leigh Bardugo 790 

Solitary Alexander Gordon Smith 960 

The Statistical Possibility of Love at First Sight Jennifer Smith 1060 

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes Chris Crutcher 1180 

Steve Jobs: the Man Who Thought Different  Karen Blumenthal 1110 

Stiff: The Curious Life of  Human Cadavers Mary Roach 1230 

A Study in Scarlet: Sherlock Holmes Adventures Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 1050 

The Sword of Shannara Terry Brooks 1160 

These is My Words Nancy E. Turner 1110 

A Thousand Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini 830 

Thunderstruck Erik Larson 1050 

Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging Sebastian Junger 1100 

Turtles All the Way Down John Green 940 

Unbroken Laura Hillenbrand 1010 

Water for Elephants Sara Gruen 730 

Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, and Found Martin Sandler 1270 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson John Green 930 

A Wrinkle in Time Madeleine L’Engle 740 

Wuthering Heights Emily Bronte 880 

 


