4/27/2016

and How to Find Them
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Tracking Down Sensational Deaths

Clues to finding a sensational death:

* Family scrapbook includes memorial card for someone who died
young. Couple that with family lore passed down through generations.

* “Died Suddenly” in an obituary is a huge red flag alerting you to look

for more information.

* The same date of death or sequential date of death for multiple people
in a family plot or cemetery section.

* Is the box for Coroner’s inquest check-marked on the death certificate?

Professor
Harry Darnel
Performing
His Aerial Act
Minutes
Before
Falling to

His Death

/
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Das pabiis respect was s2own ths Te. L
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Photo from the Miles V. Hartong Glass Plate Negative Collection Plainfield Historical Society
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Harry Darnell’s Coroner’s Inquest
Record & His Headstone
at Plainfield Township Cemetery

Epidemics/Pandemics

* In 1863-1865, During the Civil War, repeated
Variola (Smallpox) outbreaks brought the
largest burial years in Plainfield Township
Cemetery history with a total of 222 burials;
mostly children.

* The Spanish Influenza killed millions
worldwide, but don’t just look for Spanish Flu
as the cause of death, many died from
respiratory complications and pneumonia.

* Diphtheria outbreaks happened several times
during the 1870s and 1920s killing many children.
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Missy I' lureme Brown is c(mﬁned to

tism, i 5

quarantine..

her home with mﬂammuwry lhEllmB"

“The Kenthf-r Mursh all and McDon-;
ald taunlres have- been releused from'

Rockford, Aprll S--PM
private in Company C, 344th in
ldnm at the Camp Grant base

{this morning of pneumonia.’ His
|wax In Polo. 111~ Thomas Lynchs
Pardeevilfe, Wis,'a private in the
fleld -artillery, suécumbed "“to]
monia Yyesterday afternoon. '
Christianson, privats in Companys
{32nd enginesers, died at the camp-
|pital thisx foremoon.. His home
{in Carlisle, L. &

Epidemics/Pandemics

List of worldwide epidemics: www.eogen.com/Epidemics

Historic Deaths and illnesses:

www.ldpierce.com/forms3pdf/illnessdisease.pdf

Cholera Epidemic Timeline: www.timetoast.com/timelines/cholera-

epidemic

Wills, Simon. How Our Ancestors Died: A Guide for family historians. Pen

& Sword Publishers. Barnsley, U.K. 2013.




Disasters/Tragedies

* Search newspaper accounts and obituaries for
names of undertakers who were responsible for
handling the remains to see if records still exist.

* Contact the Coroner’s office or Medical

Examiner for copies of inquest records.

* Look for Federal or local court records pertaining
to subsequent hearings or investigations.

a2

Disasters/Tragedies

U.5.INSPEGTORSARE| . Glance around the cemetery. Are there other
DEGLARED TOBLAME deaths that occurred on the same date?
3|N EASTLANDHORROR

'Coroner’s Jury Also Holds

Gemerat Margaors of the * If more than 1 family member dies within a
Tehsing Responsible. short time, that should be a hint that
R N R THT OF TN oL Y something bigger was happening locally.

Sleceretary of Commerce and
Head of Inspection Serv—
ice Before Probers

CHICAGO, July 28.—A coroner’s ju-

TGS I e s 2w © Contact the cemetery to see if they have a

blame for the loss of hundreds of lives

e T e designated burial section for the deceased or
six men. . . .
olam I Iul. Genmeral temaser a file of names of those who perished in the
Steamship Company, owner of the . .

wastiana- incident.

Captaio ¥arry Feder=en, of the
Eastland.

J. M. Erickson, englneer.
Robert Reid, federa linspector - of
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Suicide at Plainfleld.

The quiet village of Plaindeld bad 8
ripple of excitemect last Friday in the
way of a tragedy, the fatal result of
which caused more thaun ope family to
drsw & breath of relief. An old resi-
dent of the township, Charles Harri-
wAD, proclaimed a truce with bls oeigh-
bors and ended his own somewhat die-
agreeable existence by shooting himself
through the heart while sitting on the
aldewalk in froot of Chitienden's store
about four o'clock in the afternoon.
He wus a man of solewhat eccentric

I notlons 20d qnarrelrome dispes’tien,
always havipg trouble with those with
whom it came in contac:.  Shooting
aud Oiherwige injuring domestiz wni.
wals Loat came tu his way seemed to be
a pastime with the old gent, an indict-
ment huving been feund Ly the grand
jury iu session last week against bhim
for malicious mischief, on tbe churge
of severely cm.tmg a4 hoise l.n:lonhmg
to a neighbor,

The ghot fiom the rteveiver cuused
instant desth, aud an ioguest was beld
by Coroner Werner Saturday.

Disasters/Tragedies

to the disaster or accident:
* Libraries

PR L

* Historical Societies

* Museums

could be interviewed?

* What books or articles exist

* Several places may have social history related

* University Archives/Special Collections

* Are their still survivors or descendants who

on the subject?

Records pertaining to the care and burial of the dead:

* Funeral costs
- Embalming
- Casket

— Hearse

- Livery carriages

Date of death
Cause of death
Place of burial

* Records do not always include genealogical data.

Person requesting services (paying funeral bill)

Funeral Home Records

.

No. & Funeral of, M_ &A&-Le,&{
ed by :f{a%[ &:Mm & d///u‘._t._"vo

/'x“?_
wE - 187}

cal

4 Death
Date of Burial
Place rn\rsl @14/7‘»‘-« Ccpigaltond

Ape bt Years_ X Months ’:@ Days.
B IYEMSDFBLL

Casket or Coffn. Size b ﬁ
No. (25 Made by
Ja)oq
No AJMJ,\. me Pla

Box . O

H %4tao

Slippers—
Flowers.
Use of

o dnr.l‘lw Lete,

i f Dok Fum 1
Amount of Bill

pat e S 57T

Remarks
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County/State Records

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH Neks e Dvmmes o i

| 1 PLM:E OF DEATH

- Madison - U{.L(

"r.,,i.

ciy.. dorfolk - Hoepitel forndhe.

e Death Certificates
e Death certificate information

r,. Edward A.
Onaha.. Nebraska.

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS
[+ coLon on kAGES Bigle,

| Wnite Uarried

| Male | P
| HEREDY CERTIFY, Thatl stiended decessed from

| March 1, 1018 . suly 87 _1a86
,mly 26. 1920

varies by state and time period.

* [llinois did not start recording
deaths until November 1877.

* Coroner’s records often predate

death certificates.

.‘ wriaos or raTHER Son England
(Stata or oouatey) I (®igned).
: | 12 mADEN mAME OF MOTHER o 1nform:ioq 7227220, 19_adérens)
| 19 simTHeLAGH oF mornen ifiwn EOgland.
AStats or conaicy)
™ ttormant .. H08pAt AL RecOords.
xfolk, lNeb

(Address)

or Bomicidal. (Soe reTers sice tional space)

‘] 3:2')“_.. .r-hm;hg.:;‘wmum

* Certificate numbers are based on
the order in which the death was
recorded in the death register.

County/State Records

RECORD OF DEATHS

[T r—y

* Death Registers
* Will include date of death, cause of
death/ length of illness, age, sex,
burial location, undertaker and
attending physician.

* Deaths are registered chronologically

not by date of death.

* Be sure to check ahead to the next
quarter as many doctors only filed
their records with the county once a
quarter. Some only filed one or twice
per year!
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County/ State Records

Sl T T .~ Burial/Transfer Permits

Burlington . 2

Route - msssn_c_;s_n n_sz?msm.
— Nm::!:::r ro:'rmu:mn:.:::: OF CORPSES. ° Certificates Vary Widely and prObably
i e i e e T e e will not have genealogical data.

Fever, i posiindy (orbiddes
= o o the Ludic of persans wha have died of Dipbtherla, Scaret Fever, v Typhod Fere, Enype-

gious o infectious discases, (excrgt those named in Rule 1,) ia permited, providing ok ben
cloth, and i addion either incise i an aativeptic Interment sack, emecically seued, o r else placed

2 cxsecloth, or antseptic interment sack, hermatically

* Bodies were shipped to undertakers who
signed off on the delivery and either

A” w/ B TR . conducted the funeral or contacted the
o cemetery for immediate burial.
i f 2L ’h'."."/;f/; "

* Paperwork should be filed in the County

SHIPPING UNDERTAKER'S CEATIFICATE.
435 po

g anty e gttty é%a_. ALY 3 .
el o HLZS@’ —— Clerk’s offices in both the county where
e % s the death occurred and the county
panty to w M.T.'mfﬂ;":.'li""“@“ll.:ﬂ‘ztmll':'nf.".’.":.l"fﬁ.hm?&“"' receiving the remains.

Agent will kecp a stock of these blaaks on band for use of nndertakers at their stations, and will see that the certifieates
r< pioperly lled out and signed, before receiving 3 corpse for shipment.
T MARSLAND, J. FRANCIS,
G:B.A. G.P.and T. A
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Burial/Transfer Permits

TRANSPORTATION CERTII;;ICA;I'E
R SR—-. - * Some counties filed all transfer

'2: Gity of 8an Antonio, Teras, /}1[74‘:1{ 1800

R a g -
A M_

permits at the beginning or end of

1::::;:?“” %4—,;,, w 2 e xty each quarter instead of filing them
: . chronologically as they were
received.

* Be sure to check ahead to the next

%o e quarter. If still not located, check
Pkt primdipscop gl June/July and December/January.

was established and filed in my office in accordance with the provisions
of the Illinois Statutes.

a © anty cls

Teputy

Coroner’s Inquest Records

* Some coroner’s filed separate death certificates that are not always filed
with county death certificates

* Coroner’s records will include:
* Personal affects found on the body
* Cause of death
* List of jurors/place of residence

* Verdict
* Coroner’s Inquest juries are appointed by the county court. Juries can
be appointed to serve one inquest or quarterly. Often times the local

newspaper would list the appointed jurors

* Modern inquests may have eyewitness testimony attached
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Kendall County
Inquest 1925

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF KANE
AN INQUISITION held on the body of
THOWAS F, BROWN
before L, VICTOR PETERSON, Coroner Kane County
at the Healy Chapel, Aurora, Kane County,Illinois on Dec.

Present: William C. O'Brien, Attorney
representing Clyde Mlller

John S.,Petersen,Asslstant States Attorney

reprecenting the People

WITNES=: JANET KILLER, being first duly sworn, testified
as follows:

Q3 State your name?

Ai Janet Miller.

Q: What is your residence address?

A3 407 Garnsey, Joliet, Illinois,

Q: What is your occupatlion?

A; Housewlfe,

Qi What is your relatlonship to the decedent?

Ai Sigter,

Q: What is your brother's full name?

A: Thomas F, Brown,

Q! What was his resldence address?

Al Plainfleld, Illinois Route No 1,

Kane County inquest transcript 1946
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A :
b fore e, 77W % fhrvmn' in o for aaid Couny, wpn view i
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Select Online Resources

www.fold3.com

* Digitized records from the National Archives =
W ashington D.C. 2 Loring M Jr Bailey

* Military Records including Courts
Martial Records

* Southern Claims Commission Records

* Military Headstone Applications
* War Diaries
* Newspapers

* Orphan’s Home Records

* Facebook for the Dead??

Create your own ancestor pages.

11
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Internet Archives www.archive.org

o Internet Archives is a non-profit organization designed to house digital
storage for both print and media sources.

o Full-text access to historic books and periodicals

e Download full color PDF copies of county histories and city directories
or browse digital copies online

e Some titles only available through Google Books

e Signing-up for a free account allows you to ‘bookmark’ items for later
reference or upload your own collections

Internet Archives allows

2 share

iroquois theater
% Favorite

Search

you to download
Millions of books,

records,

texts 7
movies 1

videos and other types of

COLLECTION

documents that can tell

roquois Theatre, Chicago; Noonan, Tho 1

' . The story of your

roquois Theater (Chicago, I -

ancestor’s tragic death

roquois Theater (Chicago, IL); Lawrenc

12
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More Online Resources for Books & Articles

o Digital Public Library: www.dp.la/bookshelf

* FamilySearch: https://books.familysearch.org
* Google Books: https://books.google.com/?hl=en

* Hathi Trust: www.hathitrust.org/digital_library

¢ JSTOR (Journal Storage) www.jstor.org

e World Catalog: www.worldcat.org

Newspapers

* There are several online subscription newspaper services on the market:

Ancestry.com
Archives.com

Newspapers.com
Newspapearchive.com

* Each is searchable by name, date and event

Genealogybank.com
World Vital Records

* Mortuary or death notices typically ran weekly announcing deaths from
the previous week. Name, gate of death and address only

* Cards of Thanks from families to thank the community for their support

* Year-in-review columns save you the hassle of finding which issue ran

the death notice

13
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Brafaty. Jacob s Mlchaol o Rese pocnitar. Tuiy is
Bur l!f.\c!lle i:l:.' 18: G347 Vlncennesp-a.v..'.r 715
Bch] mk P, 9 months; 857 N. CArpenler-:t..

uly
Burns, baby. 8 days; Cook County hospltal, July 9.
Brudniak, anenuﬂa. 32 4542 Herm!mge-av .

5.
. Baxt’e’r. Aferriil. 8 hours: 721 Olive-st., July 18.
Bogg, Wm. B. 7-!', 7221 Princeton-av., July 16.
Be et Aary, B5; 354 W, Adams-st., July l.l

;-

707 State-st., J 1
Jisle, 21 da.yr 35 Milton-av., 3 v 10,
k.sw ary, 4 doya; White Clu' incubator

Lol R G L T o L, Juny

Deaths In °62

Jan. 5 Mrs Robert C: Langley
of San Antonio, Tex. She was the
former Ara Langley, a teacher
in the local High School.

‘Jan. 5., Charles B. Goodson. -

Jan. 10. Joseph R. Jackson of
Joliet, father of the late Edwin'
R. Hamilton.

Jan. 16. Fred Lauterbach.

In

Memoriam 41

BCHMITZ—~In esad aAand Joving remem-

hrance of Mra

mascd away one yYyear ago, November 15.

o one knowsns

Only those who have lost can tell
©Of tho grief that is borne in silanco
For our Abble,

More and more
Friends may

But they little know the sorrow
That liea within our hearts conoealed.
Padly mianed and silently mourned by

Mra. Carrla Cu
Tirother Algot,

Clarence Schmitz. who
the silent heartachoes,
whom we loved ao wall.

ench «day we mliss you.
hink the wound is healed

Nman,
Siateras Mamle and Lillle.
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More Online Resources for Newspapers

* The Ancestor Hunt: www.theancestorhunt.com/newspapers.html

* California Digital Newspapers Collection:
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdncPa=q&e=------- en--20--1--txt-IN-----

* Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
* Elephind: www.elephind.com
* Fulton History (New York): www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html

* Google News: http://news.google.com/newspapers

Case Studies

15



4/27/2016

Harbaugh Sisters & The Iroquois Theatre Fire

* Mary and Harriet Harbaugh, both school teachers, attended the
play at the Iroquois Theatre in December 1903.

* When the fire broke out Harriet perished by jumping to her death
from the gallery.

* Mary lingered on for a couple more days before succumbing to her
burns and smoke inhalation.

* The sisters had a large funeral with dozens of mourners.

* They were buried at the Plainfield Township cemetery.
There is no headstone marking the sisters tragic demise.

z : e R
EAD; UNIDENTIFIED DEAD; INJURED; MISSING. "
ROSS, MISS, aged 16, dawghter of Dr. Ross.
BPT OR-THE RNUWNDEAD: NORTON, EDITH. 14 years oid; was with hee.slster and & Slster of
JOMNSON, 4, C., died at St. Luke's bospital, Mercy in the 5
Waukegan. MORRILL, MRS. F. A., Moarss Street and Ashisnd avense.
SULLIVAN, MRS, AL, Ravenswood.
FLANNIGAN, THOTIAS J., 6292 College avenue, Indianspolis; bady at
Buffum's.

Pleasure Sec
Despera

- | MENRY, MRS, 0. A., 1198 Wilton avenue; body at Butfum’s.
ROSE K. Inscribed; at Rolston’s.

it
REGENBURG, B.; bedy st Relston's.
Sk, of Ontonages, Mich.
liewtenant of the petice degartfPARRAEI L)
wisters, Hyde Paric.
ot THE UNIDENTIFIED DEAD.
balr, blue eyes, blue sult, red and white

y 3
O'DONNELL, MRS, P. P., 4620 Woodlawn avenus, wife.st Patrick
precident of firm of O'Donneli-& Duer Bayarian Brews,
Ing Company; Busband feund body.
BLACKMAN, ETHEL, aged L3, daughter of Harry £. Blackman, Glen-
view, -

, MRS. DR. JAMES D.. aged 30, 6050 Washington avenus.
MLADGHLIN, WILLIAT, 21 years old, Busnos Ayres, South America,
of Mrs. Frank W. Gunssulus, 2618 Prairie avenwe. s
BRINSLEY, MES. LILLIAN, wife of W. B. Brinsiey, $09 Jackson bivd.
A e, 11

ERIDAN, A. J., Decatus
MONAHAN, MRS.
CAVANAUGH, MRS.. indiana aveaue.
DECKER, IYRON A., 3237 Oroveland avenue.

FOX, 0. SIDNEY.

[unmuun. MRS., address not known; Jumped from gallery to par-
quet circie.

LANG, HORTENSE, 5 Forty-Seventh street; 21 years old,
SCOTT, BURR; body at Jordan's.

4 Tiages of right hand.

16
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62 IROQUOIS THEATER DISASTER.

restaurant. But at the word she collapsed, and, though three
physicians worked over her for h:n minutes, she never
breathed again.

ONE LIFE BROUGHT BACK FROM DEATH.

Of a sudden Dr. E. E. Vaughan saw a finger move in a
mass of the dead against the far wall of the restaurant.

“Men, there’s a live one in there,” he cried, and, while others
came running, the physician flung aside the bodies till he had
uncovered a woman of middle age, terribly burned about the
face, and with her outer garments a mass of charred shreds.

In a second the woman was undergoing resuscitative treat-
ment on a table, while the oxygen streamed into her lungs.
Two doctors worked her arms like pumps, while a nurse man-
ipulated the region of the heart. At length there was a flutter
of a respiration, while a doctor bending over with his stetho-
scope announced a heart beat just perceptible. Another minute
passed and the eyelids moved, while a groan escaped the lips.

“She lives!” simply said Dr. Vaughan, as he ordered the
oxygen tube removed and brandy forced between the lips. In
five minutes the woman was saved from immediate death, at
least, though suffering terribly from burns. She was just able
to murmur that her name was Mrs. but that was
all that could be learned of her identity before she was taken
away to a hospital.

ONE HUNDRED FEET IN Aix, POLICE CARRY IN-
JURED ACROSS ALLEY.

Over a narrow, ice covered bridge made of scaffold planks,
more than 100 feet above the ground the police carried more

IROQUOIS THEATER DISASTER. 337

HARBAUGH, MARY E,, 30 years old, 6633 Harvard ave-
nue.

HOFFEIN, MISS ADELINE ]J. C, 24 years old, 292
Haddon avenue.

HARTMAN, JOHN, 5705 South Halsted street.

HENNING, CHARLES, 6 years old, 5743 Prairie avenue,

HENNING, WILLIAM, 14 years old.

HENNESSY, WILLIAM, 14 years old, 4411 Calumet ave
nue.

HICKMAN, MRS. CHARLES, 24 years old, 4743 Calumet
avenue.

HIGGINSON, JANITHE B, 2 years old, Winnetka, IIL;
identified by P. D, Sexton, 418 East Huron street.

HIPPACH, ROBERT A., 14 years old, 2928 Kenmore ave-
nue.

HIVE, ENA M., 15 years old, 613 West Sixty-first place.

HOLLAND, JOHN H., 6o years old, 6429 Evans avenue.

HOLST, MRS. MARY W., 36 years old, 2088 Van Buren
street.

HOLST, AMY, 7 years old, 2088 Van Buren street.

HOWARD, MRS. MARY E., 54 years old, Jonesville,
Mich. ; identified by son, Frank Howard, 3812 Prairie ave-
nue.

HOLM, HULDA, 176 North Western avenue.

HULL, MARIANNE K., 32 years old, 244 Oakwood boule-
vard.

HULL, HELEN, 12 years old, 244 Oakwood boulevard.

HULL, DWIGHT, 6 years old, 244 Oakwood boulevard.

HULL, DONALD, 8 years old, 244 Oakwood boulevard.

HAYES, FRANK, 22 years old, son of Police Sergeant

/ “«LEST WE FORGET" \

Chicago’s Awful Theater Horror

By THE SURVIVORS AND RESCUERS

wiTH IxTRODUCTION Y

BISHOP FALLOWS

[Presenting a Vivid Picture, both by Pen and Camera, of One of the Greatest
Fire Horrors of Modern Times. ’

Embuacing » Flash-Light Sketch of the Holocaus, Detailel Narraives by Puricipants in the
MHonrer, Hercie Wark. of Rescuers, Reports of the Bulding Expert as 10 the Responsbilty
o the Whalesshe Sisaghter of Women and Childeen, Memorsble Fire of the Pu,etc , tc.

[ROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED WITH VIEWS OF THE SCENE OF
DEATH BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER THE FIRE /

ster in Chicago.

hool

=diéters.
the theme ot“Lu'u s Dmma.

a_sqr.vleea  held at the Methodist zhurch ;B -
t Saturdsy morning in memory of Har- t
}zi t £. and Mary E. Harbaugh, both cultar-
:d and successful teachers, who died from '
“itjaiies received at the Iro qgnuois theatre dis-

} About seventy-five peo-
le from Joliet attended the seivices in tok- .
on of their high esteemn for the dead, and |

‘deep sympathy for the bereaved living.
 The, florul contributions were numercus, |
raried, bandsome and expressive of love
and a.dmlrnuon. and especially beautifal
as the floral piece from the Savanpa High
The music was impressively rend-
| ,red‘ end tbe pieces used were selections
,_from the favorite hymus of the deceased
The fuueral discourse was upon
“It was short,

the Action
Jury — Tho

:TH'ET}LAME FIXED.

Elght Men Held Responsible’ for
- Iroquois Horror.

Chicago’'s Mayor “and Chief mre
Among the Number Held to Awsglit
of the

‘ Gran -
Findings of :

tho Qoroneru Jury.

Plainfield Enterprise Obituary January 1904
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Cook County Coroner's Inquest Record Index

Search Criteria: harbaugh

Name of Deceased Volume Date Filed Date of Death
HARBAUGH, HARIET E. 63 155 112511904 12/30/1903
HARBAUGHMARY E. 63 156 1/25/1904 12/30/1903

Home | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Land of Lincoin Screensaver | National Center for Missing & Explotted Chidren | Amber Alert

Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus Train Accident 1918

* Conductor Alonso Sargent falls asleep at the
helm of an empty troop train near dawn on
June 22, The train plows into the stopped
Hagenbeck-Walalce circus train which was

parked on a siding.

* An estimated 86 eople perished in the
wreck. 62 were idintified, the rest were
assumed to be so badly burned that their
ashes were all that was left.

* The Lake Co. Coroner held Inquests into the
tragic event. An Inquiry was held by the

Interstate Commerce Commission.

Sh s Reat Memorial Woodlasn Comelers, Park Forest, IL
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Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus Train Accident 1918

'HORROR VICTIMS TO REST
CIRCUS DEAD TO BE

BURIED WITH HONORS
IN SHOWMEN'S PLOT

Oy internationsl Newe Service, i(hm “griel Ax hest they ecould. they
CHICA00, Juno 25.—Funeral ser-|put on the sitow Tt night under e
vicos ‘for fifty-thres of the Hagen 007 Srom under e e

015 o mun:

mmlu nmgunn and Har-

A Biileyn had contributed |
nd Aomeha

d

conduc LT

nwm-.m
LAl Engmeer Dozing
Sy siiiciating Report at Inquest

Fdward st the - By United Press,
cireun, wlll phace fiing monomentn  HAMMOND. Tnd, June 26—Testity-
At tho geaves. FIve ing hefore o coroners fury, Conductor,
nr lhl ﬂnY three hodles (hal NAVEe Lewix Johnwon of the AMichigan Cen-
bean iagnufied will bo buried soBa: | ral rain that ran down the Fiagen-
rately: the remaining forly-eight will peck.Wallaes elrcus train at [vanhoe
share '@ common résting BIAce WIh Sotirisy swore ioday Dat Engineer

3
A monument, upon which the Wi dozin
30 BT SRR S om0, STt i e v derne
lh

be grave " ran forwara,”
‘ralimony nt the Inquest yesterday 5 “ ran to Sargent
showing hat wignals had becn st . n,d od, this Is awlu); how

:;:'“ ,""" wrought Uin bavee and Mb..l Answered: ‘[ was dozlng. "
placed amd one of them nctually ""'vd'“ "'w-hln';m M-) -md
hurled In the fice of Il;n can, l.flmed ;'.' n ="-I Im-rnnll nd.
i the horror x
B e ot engunens of the 10 Leatify. today on advice of his nt-
gmply. whe In to be brougit trom {ormey, who ciaimed right 1o refuse on
az00, Mich., (o tell his version he ground that Sargent Ix formally
s charged Wih meRauEnter and hi
m| mu.“y of- testimany might be used- agulnst him.
et

District Attorney Clyde Hunter of 1ake
ounty advised the coromer that Sare
nvs claim was va
each Loll o the wreek stand
tnday, and It was said that
e Indured na - hosplals hore
and at Gary will live.

http //d1g1ta1collect10ns nypl. org/1tems/510d47de eg17-a3d9-eo40-e00a18064a99

Burying the Dead, Woodlawn
Cemetery, Park Forest June 26

Clearing the Wreckage near Hammond
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Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus Train Accident 1918

* www.circusworldbaraboo.org/our-treasures/library-research-center
* http://funtobebad.blogspot.com/2015/04/0dd-but-interesting.htm
* www.genealogybank.com & www.ancestry.com

* Digital Public Library:
http://dp.la/search?page=4&q=Hagenbeck+circus&utf8=06E2009Co093

* Hammond Indiana Public Library: www.hammond.lib.in.us

* Lytle, Richard. The Great Circus Train Wreck. Hammond, IN. History Press. 2014.

Earl Rockenbach and the U.S.S. Indianapolis

* Earl Rockenbach was the only boy in a household with six sisters.

* Had joined the Navy in WWII as a way of seeing the world. As a
oung farm boy in Plainfield, he didn’t have much experience with
goats. He enlisted in October 1942 and was assigned to the U.S.S.
Indianapolis in early 1943.

* The ship was attacked by Japanese submarines 450 miles from
Leyte Gulf. Nearly 1200 men were onboard. The ship sank in twelve
minutes.

* About 800 men went into the water. For five days these men floated
in the water until rescued by the USS Cecil Doyle. Just over 300
men survived.
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Petty Officer First Class
on U.S.S. Indianapolis
Sunk by enemy action

July 30, 1945

Born July 16, 1921
Seward, Kendall Co.,, IlL

Served in American and Asiatic
zones of war

Declared Officially Dead by the
Navy Department as of

Personal Details

July 30, 1945
Memorial services held at the Death
E lical Church, Plainfield, IIL

September 30, 1945, at 2:30 p.m.

, Plainfield Enterprise s
August 1945 -

Folds3 Entry for Earl .

iname: Earl A Rockenbach

Residence: State:

Memorial Card For
Earl Rockenbach From

EARL A. ROCKENBACH A Personal Scrapbook

Edit

Buried: Missing in Action or Buried at Sea<BR>Tablets of the Missing
at Manila American Cemetery<BR=Manila, Philippines

Death: 30-Jul-45

Death Date: 30 Jul 1945

Memorial Cemetery: Tablets of the Missing at Manila American
Cemetery 1 @

Memorial Country: Manila, Philippines =

Memorial Location: Missing in Action or Buried at Sea » @

Hinois * 9

Edit

Ranie Ship's Cook, Second Class, U.S. Navy

3010562

awards: Purple Heart

United States Navy

Earl Rockenbach and the U.S.S. Indianapolis

* www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/disasters-and-

phenomena/sinking-of-the-uss-indianapolis.html

* Internet Archives:

https://archive.org/details/SwimmingWithSharksNavyPhysician

RemembersThelndianapolisDisaster

* Veterans Oral History Project:

http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/story/loc.natlib.afc2001001.70532

* Find A Grave Memorial for Earl Rockenbach:

www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi’page=gr& GRid=56771401
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Ada Smith the Jilted Lover

* Ada Smith was a beautiful 19 year old woman who was a recent
graduate of Plainfield High School. Her love snubbed her and started
stepping out with other women. Jilted, Ada wrote her parents a note
and snuck down the stairs in the middle of the night, walked out to the
barnyard and took her own life by drowning herself in her farm’s horse
troth filled with 18 inches of water.

* A Coroner’s inquest was held. Ralph Mather testified they were never
engaged and he had stopped calling on her the previous month. Her
death was ruled a suicide.

* Ada’s sad demise was picked up by the Associated Press and ran in
newspapers from Texas to South Dakota.

L MIss ADA sMETH,
Vhose Traglo Sulcide at- Her Home

‘one of a famil
|is the first lin
' be broken. Rev.
| Plainfield Methodist church, who con-

The suicide of Miss Ada Smith of
Plainfield last week in eighteen inches
of water is ono of the saddest news
stories that has been published in the
columns of the press for many months.
She was a bright, popular young lady.
of eight. and her death
in the fawily chain to
B. A. Dickens of the

ducted the funeral, in an editorial in
The Entorprise says: ‘‘An honorable
person should feel hotored by the purity
of the love of such a girl, and basc be-
yond the power of expression is the per-
son who would knowingly trifle with
such affections and betray such con-
fidence. Svch an one, in our judgment
should be disdained by society, and
held by them in contempt, for sucn
**mashers need to be 1" In a
note left by Miss Smith, she stated that
her love tor a young man of that com-

munity had been lightly passed by, the
engagement broken, and tbat she conld
live no longer in the face of the disap-
pointment.

B
- JHEN LU -
* GAOWSGOLD

Drowns Self in Horse
s Tank. -

LERVES NOTE CHODSING
HER.SIX PALL DEARERS

Raiph Mather, Man 'In_Case—
Coroner Holds Inquest.

Fearthg sbe Bad lost the fove of
ihe ohin ehe had promised to marrr
Ada’ Smith, 13 years old. of Plain-

*8e18 townshlp, ecommitted ~ aniclde
«carly this moping by drowniog her
‘self I the horse trough.

Jer body was fozad by her father,
Wilked Smith, & tenant on: the
Spragus farm, oho mile eouth of
Plaindeld, when he west 1o water
the horses. w

Girl Chooses Pall Bearers.

... The desd girl loft a note in which
‘she jold - that life was ot wosth
liviog. since the man sho expecied to

L pved had changed bis mind and had
ault calliog on her. Her brother,|
two' cousins and two brothers-in-law
sfere_requested (o act s pall bear-
are’ by the girl in her letter. They,
cre;  Llayd Smith, brother; Clark,
dobn and Allle Mottinger, consies,
sud Deonlson and  Mark ‘Grégo.|
brothers-in-law.  Lioyd Smith, the|
brother, Is superiotEndent
at Savanua, 1L

The young manm fa  question is
Ralph. Mather, son of a promigent|
Wheatland -firmer, . The_romance.
which taded fo.the fragedy, began)

-+ ‘bout & year ago. 1t was at this time
that young, Maitier began to eall up-
on Miss Smkh.

: _ Quits Calling. -
- The friendship which had sprung
up grew, and finally It was whispered
that the-young couple were to be
married, and that the wedding would
take place in the spring of 1308. All
“went well until about a month ago
when Mather suddenly quit calling
on Miss Smith. Later- he began to
pay marked attentlon to other girls,
~and the forsaken girl brooded over
the matter. . However, she ~ con-
ccaled her true feelings from her par-
ents;.and they had no thought that
she-contemplated kiling “hérself.
. The family heard her moving
about the room early this morning,
but thought nothing of it. It was not
until later in the morning that her
Dbody was discovered in - the horse
tank in two-feet of water:' In order
to drown herself the gifl had to en-
ter the: the trough.and Me under the
_cevering, which was partly open.
When {nterviewed by a representa-
tive .of the Herald this morning,

Ralph ‘Mather denled that there hady

been :any quarrel between him and
the girl. He sald that he had quit
going to see her about. -a  month
ABO- -

3 4 S{n_:pnhy With Family. - ~
Sympathy for-tha bereaved family

-1z everywhere expressed in Plainfield. |.

Miss Smith was a_talented and beau-
tiftul girl.. She was-a graduate of
the Plainfleld high &chodl, and a so-
prano in the church cholr, - -

;- Holds ¥nquest.”

.Coroner, Noel was notified, and in
company ‘with , Ralph Mather, . - lert
Jollet to hold the inquest.. The ver-
dict returned. was to tho effect that

the young. girl committed suicide. .
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Christian Henne and the Crazed Bicyclist

* Christian Henne’s tale is one of unfortunate misunderstandings

* Henne accidentally nudges a bicyclist off the road. The enraged man
turns around and peddles after him and shoots Henne in the stomach.

* Henne rides his carriage to the nearest farm V2 mile away. The
mistress of the house assumes he is drunk because of his slurred
words and sends him away.

* He rides to the next house 1 mile away and collapses on the porch.
Having lost much blood, he retells his tale the owner of the home as
best he can and then dies.

Christian Henne and the Crazed Bicyclist

* The Kendall County Record Newspaper reports on the incident in a full
column article giving tremendous detail on October s, 1896.

* Kendall County Coroner’s inquest register includes the list of witnesses
and verdict as well as a copy of the Kendall Co. Record news article.

* Little White School Museum in Oswego has a file on the Henne Family.

* www.findagrave.com has headstone photo and listing of other family
members buried nearby.

* Ancestry and FamilySearch also provided other genealogical information.
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Headstone Photo Courtesy of Jim Seidelman

owh

Survivors of the USS Indianapolis Aboard the USS Doyle
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